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THE  RAY  SOCIETY. 


The  Secretary  Dr.  Lankester,  read  the  following  Report : 

The  Society  whose  first  Annual  Meeting  we  are  met  to  com¬ 
memorate,  had  its  origin  in  a  wish,  expressed  by  Dr.  Johnston  of 
Berwick,  to  some  of  his  scientific  friends,  tliat  some  means  could 
be  devised  for  printing  such  works  on  Natural  History,  as  stand  in 
need  of  extraneous  assistance  to  ensure  their  publication.  The  scien¬ 
tific  value  of  zoological  and  botanical  works  is  generally  in  the  in¬ 
verse  ratio  to  their  popularity,  and  it  often  happens  that  the  authors 
of  profound  scientific  researches  are  compelled,  either  to  make  their 
writings  popular,  or  to  incur  the  inevitable  loss  consequent  on  pub¬ 
lishing,  on  their  own  account,  works  whose  circulation  is  confined  to 
lovers  of  science  only.  In  cases  of  this  kind  it  has  been  usual  to 
apply  for  aid  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  but  though  assistance 
has  been  occasionally  obtained  from  this  source,  yet  there  are 
many  difficulties  attending  such  applications.  These  difficulties  were 
sensibly  felt  last  year  at  the  Cork  meeting  of  the  British  Association, 
when  several  elaborate  MS.  works  on  various  departments  of  Natural 
History  were  laid  before  the  Association,  and  their  claims  on 
its  assistance  were  backed  by  the  influence  of  the  Sectional  Com¬ 
mittees,  but,  from  the  limited  state  of  its  funds,  the  Association  was  un¬ 
willingly  compelled  to  withhold  the  desired  aid.  Here  then  were  several 
original  researches  of  great  value  to  scienee  returned  upon  the  hands 
of  their  authors,  merely  because  the  booksellers  would  not  incur  the 
risk  of  their  publication,  while  scientific  bodies  were  unable  to  assist 
them.  To  rescue  such  precious  materials  from  oblivion,  is  one  of 
the  objects  for  which  the  Ray  Society  was  instituted,  and  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  by  applying  the  whole  funds  of  the  Society, 
with  rigid  economy,  to  the  printing  and  issuing  appropriate  volumes 
on  the  plan  of  the  Camden,  Sydenham,  and  other  similar  Societies, 
a  large  dividend  of  scientific  matter  may  be  annually  distributed  to 
the  Subscribers.  In  carrying  out  this  project,  however,  the  Society 
will  carefully  avoid  interfering  with  the  interests  of  the  book  trade,  or 
of  scientific  societies,  and  to  quote  the  words  of  our  own  regulations. 

It  will  be  a  direction  to  the  Council  that  they  shall  not  print  any 
thing  that  appears  to  them  suitable  to  the  transactions  of  established 
societies,  nor  any  work  whieh  a  respectable  publisher  shall  under¬ 
take  to  publish  without  charge  to  the  author.” 
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The  Ray  Society  does  not,  however,  confine  itself  to  printing 
original  matter,  but  will  include  in  its  objects  the  editing,  translating, 
and  reprinting  of  rare  or  inaccessible  works  of  really  scientific 
value. 

Aware  hovv  imperfectly  the  majority  of  British  naturalists  are 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  their  science  in  foreign  countries, 
the  Council  considered  that  they  could  not  better  occupy  their  first 
volume  than  by  giving  translations  of  several  recent  Reports  on  the 
state  of  Zoology  and  Botany,  which  have  appeared  on  the  continent. 
It  was  hoped  that  this  volume  could  have  been  got  ready  in  time  for 
the  present  meeting,  but  although  every  exertion  has  been  used,  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  await  its  appearance  a  few  months  longer.  Some 
of  the  proof  sheets  have  however  been  bound  into  a  volume,  to  serve 
as  a  specimen  of  the  form  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  works  shall 
be  issued. 

In  preparing  works  for  our  future  volumes,  a  very  numerous  list 
of  proposed  publications  has  been  laid  before  the  Council,  among 
which  it  has  been  decided  to  publish  the  following  at  an  early 
period. 

I.  Memorials  of  John  Ray;  consisting  of  the  'Life  of  John 
Ray,’  by  Derham  ;  the  'Biographical  Notice  of  Ray,’  by  Baron 
Cuvier  and  M.  Dupetit  Thouars,  in  the  Biographie  Universelle ; 
published  and  unpublished  Letters  of  Ray,  &c.  Edited  by  E. 
Lankester,  m.d.f.  l.s. 

II.  '  Iconographia  Linnseana,’  to  be  published  in  parts,  and  to  con¬ 
sist  of  Illustrations  of  the  original  specimens  in  Zoology  of  Linnaeus, 
at  present  existing  in  the  Museum  of  the  Linnaean  Society.  Edited  by 
Professor  Bell,  f.r.s.,  and  Professor  Forbes,  f.r.s. 

Of  this  the  Council  intend  publishing  a  part  yearly  or  half-yearly, 
as  their  resources  will  permit. 

III.  A  ‘  Monograph,’  with  coloured  drawings,  of  every  species  of  the 
British  Nudibranchiate  Mollusca,  by  Messrs.  Alder  and  Hancock  ; 
in  parts. 

Without  pledging  themselves  to  publish  all  the  following  works, 
the  Council  present  the  names  of  some  which  have  been  brought 
before  them  for  consideration  : 

1.  A  Translation  from  the  Greek,  with  Notes,  of  the  Works  of 

Aristotle  on  Animals,  and  of  Dioscorides  on  Plants. 

2.  A  Translation  from  the  Spanish  of  Azara's  Birds  of 

Paraguay. 

3.  An  edition  of  the  '  Systema  Naturae’  of  Linnaeus, 

4.  A  Translation  from  the  German  of  the  '  Principles  of  Philo¬ 

sophical  Botany’  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Schleiden. 
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In  regard  to  the  portion  of  our  publications  which  are  now  in 
actual  progress,  we  have  to  express  our  thanks  to  W.  B.  Macdonald, 
Esq.,  to  Dr.  Lankesteu,  and  to  H.  E,  Strickland,  Esq.,  for  their 
assistance  in  translating  and  editing  the  several  Reports  on  the  state 
of  Zoological  and  Botanical  Science,  which  will  occupy  the  first 
volume. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  upwards  of  400  Members  have 
already  joined  this  Society,  and  additional  names  are  daily  added  to 
our  list.  We  feel  confident  that  as  soon  as  its  objects  and  merits 
become  known  on  the  Continent,  a  large  number  of  foreign  natu¬ 
ralists  will  join  our  ranks.  We  would  urge  on  all  well  wishers  to 
the  Ray  Society,  the  importance  of  making  it  extensively  known 
and  supported  by  their  scientific  friends,  as  its  utility  to  science, 
and  its  advantages  to  each  individual  Member,  will  be  exactly  pro¬ 
portionate  to  the  amount  of  its  annual  income. 

The  Treasurer’s  Accounts  were  then  laid  before  the  Society,  an 
abstract  of  which  follows  : 


The  Ray  Society  in  Account  with  J.  S.  Bowerbank,  from 
March  13,  to  October  3,  1844. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Stationery, 

Stamps,  and  Postage 

2 

14 

6 

Cash  from  225  Sub- 

Dr.  Johnston’s  Account 

£6  10 

0 

scribers 

236  1 

0 

Ditto 

P.  0  Orders 

1 

3 

6 

11 

3 

Dr.  Lankester’s  Account 

11  13 

2 

Ditto 

ditto 

9  13 

5 

21 

7 

E.  Newman’s  Account 

5  6 

0 

Ditto 

ditto 

5  13 

6 

Ditto 

ditto 

5  5 

0 

16 

4 

6 

46 

16 

10 

Balance 

• 

• 

J89 

4 

2 

£236 

1 

0 

£236  1 

0 

The  above  Accounts,  extending  from  March  13  to  October  3,  1844,  have  been 
examined  by  us,  and  compared  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  to  be  correct. 


(Signed)  Edwin  J.  Quekett, 
Robert  Warington. 


Nov.  15,  1844. 
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1.  Moved  by  Lord  Northampton;  Seconded  by  the  Dean  of 

Manchester; 

That  the  Report  now  read,  be  received  and  adopted. 

2.  Moved  by  R.  I.  Murchison,  Esq. ;  Seconded  by  Dr.  Hugh 

Falconer  ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting*  be  given  to  Mr.  Bowerbank, 
Treasurer;  to  Dr.  Johnston,  and  to  Dr.  Lankester,  Secretaries, 
and  to  the  Local  Secretaries,  for  their  services. 

3.  Moved  by  Sir  Henry  de  la  Beche;  Seconded  by  Professor 

Ansted  ; 

That  the  following  gentlemen  be  the  Council  for  the  ensuing 
year. 


CHARLES  C.  BABINGTON,  ESQ. 

J.  H.  BALFOUR,  M.D. 

ROBERT  BALL,  ESQ. 

THOMAS  BELL,  ESQ.  F.R.S. 

REV.  M.  J.  BERKLEY. 

GEORGE  BUSK,  ESQ. 

J.  DALRYMPLE,  ESQ. 

C.  DAUBENY,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

SIR  P.  G.  EGERTON,  BART.  F.R.S. 
EDWARD  FORBES,  ESQ.  F.R.S. 


R.  K.  GREVTLLE,  ESQ. 

SIR  W.  JARDINE,  BART. 

REV.  L.  JENYNS. 

RICHARD  OWEN,  ESQ.  F.R.S. 
JOHN  PHILLIPS,  ESQ.  F.R.S. 
J.  T.  ROYLE,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
PRIDE  AUX  SELBY,  ESQ. 
HUGH  E.  STRICKLAND,  ESQ. 
W.  THOMPSON,  ESQ. 

N.  B.  WARD,  ESQ. 


4.  Moved  by  A.  Strickland,  Esq. ;  Seconded  by  Professor  Allman  ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman,  Sir 
Philip  de  Malpas  Grey  Egerton,  Bart.,  for  his  kindness  in 
presiding  on  the  present  occasion. 
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LOCAL  SECRETARIES. 


Aberdeen 

Beccles 

Bury  St.  Edmunds 

Chelmsford 

Cork 

Derby 

Edinburgh 

Gloucester 

Godaiming 

Halifax  . . 

Hatfield 

Hereford 

Hertford 

Hull 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Norwich  . . 

Plymouth 

Reading  . . 

Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight 

Scarborough 

Tenby,  South  Wales 

Torquay 

Winchester 

Witham 

Worcester 

York 


Dr.  Dickie. 

H.  Davey,  Esq. 

Dr.  Ranking. 

G.  Meggy,  Esq. 

Dr.  Harvey. 

R.  J.  Bell,  Esq. 

Dr.  Douglas  Maclagan. 

J.  M.  Hitch,  Esq. 

J.  D.  Salmon,  Esq. 

Dr.  Inglis. 

Lloyd  Thomas,  Esq. 

T.  Tucker  Price,  Esq. 

Dr.  Reed. 

G.  Norman,  Esq. 

T.  P.  Teale,  Esq. 

J.  Harley,  Esq. 

Dr.  Dickenson. 

Peter  Barrow,  Esq. 

J.  Thornhill,  Esq. 

T.  Brightwell,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  Hore. 

—  Lovejoy,  Esq. 

Dr.  Bell  Salter. 

Dr.  Murray. 

Dr.  Falconer. 

Dr.  Battersley. 

Dr.  A.  D.  White. 

Jacob  H.  Pattissoii,  Esq. 
Dr.  Streeten 
W.  M.  Tuke,  Esq. 


THE  FOLLOWING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


Belfast 

Cambridge 

Dublin 

Glasgow 

Greenwich 

King’s  Cliffe 

Oxford  . . 


W.  Thompson,  Esq. 
Charles C.  Babington,  Esq. 
Robert  Ball,  Esq. 

J.  H.  Balfour,  m.d. 

George  Busk,  Esq. 

Rev.  M,  J.  Berkley. 

C.  Daubeny,  m.d.  f.r.s. 
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THE  LAWS  OF  THE  RAY  SOCIETY. 


I.  That  this  Society  shall  be  called  The  Ray  Society  ;  and  that  its  object 
shall  be  the  promotion  of  Natural  History,  by  the  printing  of  original  works 
in  Zoology  and  Botany  j  of  new  editions  of  works  of  established  merit ;  of 
rare  Tracts  and  MSS.  ;  and  of  translations  and  reprints  of  foreign  works  which 
are  generally  inaccessible  from  the  language  in  which  they  are  written,  or 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  published. 

N.B. — It  will  be  a  direction  to  the  Council  that  they  shall  not  print  any¬ 
thing  that  appears  to  them  suitable  to  the  Transactions  of  established 
Societies ;  nor  any  work  which  a  respectable  publisher  shall  undertake 
to  publish  without  charge  to  the  author. 

II.  Every  subscriber  of  One  Guinea  annually  to  be  considered  a  Member  of 
the  Society,  and  to  be  entitled  to  one  copy  of  every  book  published  by  the 
Society  during  the  year  to  which  his  subscription  relates ;  and  no  Member 
shall  incur  any  liability  beyond  the  annual  subscription. 

III.  That  the  annual  subscriptions  shall  be  paid  in  advance,  and  considered 
to  be  due  on  the  2d  day  of  February  in  each  year;  and  that  such  Members  as 
do  not  signify  their  intention  to  withdraw  from  the  Society  before  the  2d  day 
of  June,  shall  be  considered  to  continue  Members,  and  be  liable  for  the  year’s 
subscription. 

IV.  The  management  of  the  Society  shall  be  vested  in  a  Council  of 
Twenty-one  Members,  of  whom  one  third  shall  have  their  stated  residences 
in  London,  and  all  of  whom  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  at  the  annual 
meeting. 

V.  That  the  Council  hereafter  shall  be  elected  by  the  Members,  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  beheld  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  that  no  Member  whose  subscription  is 
in  arrear  be  allowed  to  vote  at  any  meetings. 

VI.  That  the  Council  shall  elect  two  Secretaries  (one  of  whom  shall  be 
resident  in  London)  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  ex  officio  be  Members  of  the 
Council. 

VII.  The  annual  subscription  shall  be  deposited  in  a  chartered  bank,  in  the 
name  of  the  Treasurer  and  two  Members  of  the  Council. 

VIIT.  The  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  Society  shall  be 
examined  annually  by  two  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Council;  the  Auditors 
to  be  Members  of  the  Society,  who  are  not  Members  of  Council,  and  their 
statement  circulated  among  the  Subscribers. 

IX.  That  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Society’s  publications  shall,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  Council,  be  limited  to  the  number  of  actual  Sub¬ 
scribers  who  shall  have  been  enrolled,  and  paid  their  subscriptions,  on  or 
before  the  2d  day  of  June. 

X.  That  the  Editors  of  Works  published  by  the  Society  be  entitled  to  a 
number  of  copies,  not  exceeding  20,  as  may  be  decided  by  the  Council. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCEIBEES. 


Academy,  Royal  Irish 

Adlard,  C.  and  J.  Bartholomew  Close 

Ainslie,  W.  esq.  Woodhill,  by  Ripley,  Surrey 

Alder,  Joshua^  esq.  Newcastle-on-Tyiie 

Alford,  —  esq.  Taunton 

Alison,  W.  P.  Professor,  m.d.  Edinburgh 

Allanson,  J.  esq.  Infirmary,  Leeds 

Allcard,  John,  esq.  f.l.s.  &c.  Stratford-green,  Essex 

Allchin,  W.  H.,  esq.  m.b.  University  College 

Allis,  Thomas  H.,  esq.  York 

Allman,  Professor,  Dublin 

Ansted,  D.  T.  esq.  m.a.  f.r.s.  Professor  of  Geology,  King’s  College 
Ashmolean  Museum,  Oxford 

Atkinson,  Rev.  J.  C,,  b.a.  7,  Victoria  place,  Scarborough 
Austin,  R.  A.  C.  esq.  sec.  g  s.  &c.  Merrow,  Guildford,  Surrey 

Babington,  C.  C.  esq.  m.a,  f.l.s.  g.s.  &c.  St.  John’s  College,  Cam. 

Babington,  C.  esq.  b.a.  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge 

Backhouse,  W.  J.  esq.  Darlington 

Bailey,  —  esq.  Museum  of  Economic  Geology 

Baird,  Rev.  John,  Yetholm,  Roxburgshire 

Baird,  W.  m.d.  British  Museum 

Baker,  Robert,  esq.  Writtle,  Essex 

Balfour,  Professor,  m.d.  f.l.s.  Glasgow 

Ball,  John,  esq.  b.a.  m.r  i.a.  &c.  S5,  Stephen’s  green,  Dublin 
Ball,  Robert,  esq.  m.r. i.a.  V.P.  Geol.  Soc.  Dub.  3,  Granby  row,  Dub. 
Balloch,  Robert,  esq.  177,  West  Regent  street,  Glasgow 
Banks,  Dr.  Dublin 

Barf,  A.  esq.  7,  Paradise  place,  Hackney 

Barnes,  Rev.  H.  F.  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight 

Barker,  T.  esq  Surgeon,  York 

Barrow,  Peter,  esq.  7,  Clifford  street,  Manchester 

Bartlett,  J.  P.  esq.  Browne  House,  near  Canterbury 
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Battersley,  Dr.  Torquay 

Baxter,  W.  esq.  Botanie  garden,  Oxford 

Bayton,  Rev.  W.  S.  Cliicliester,  Sussex 

Bean,  W.  esq.  Scarborough,  Yorkshire 

Bearpark,  G.  E.  esq.  74,  East  street,  Leeds 

Beatty,  Professor,  T,  E.  m.d,  m.r.i.a.  Merrion  square,  Dublin 

Beauchamp,  H.  esq.  Taunton 

Belfast  Library,  Natural  History  Society 

Bell,  J.  T,  esq.  18,  Aberdeen  place,  Maida  hill,  Paddington 

Bell,  Matthew,  esq.  m.p.  f.h.s.  &c.  Grosvenor  crescent,  Belgravc  sq. 

Bell,  Professor,  f.r.s.  l.s.  g.s.  &c.  New  Broad  street.  City 

Bell,  Robert,  J.  esq.  Mickleover  tlouse,  near  Derby 

Bell,  Miss,  East  Shafto,  by  Morpeth,  Northumberland 

Bennett,  James  Risdon,  m.d.  24,  Finsbury  place 

Bennett,  J.  T.  esq.  f.r.s.  f.z.s.  sec.  l.s.  &c.  British  Museum 

Benson,  John,  esq. 

Berkeley,  Rev.  M.  J.  m.a.  f.l.s.  &c.  King’s  ClifFe,  Wansford 
Bidwell,  H.  esq.  Wellington,  Salop 

Bird,  George,  esq.  Tollerton,  near  Alne  Station,  Yorkshire 

Birkbeck,  H.  esq.  Keswick,  near  Norwich 

Birkbeck,  Morris,  esq.  Bradford,  Yorkshire 

Blackie,  W.  G.  esq.  Villa-field  Printing  Office,  Glasgow 

Blackwall,  John,  esq.  Oakland,  near  Llanrwst,  Denbighshire 

Bladon,  W.  jun.  esq.  Taunton 

Blood,  J.  Howell,  esq.  White  Hall,  Witham,  Essex 

Bodenham,  F.  S.  esq.  Hereford 

Bompas,  —  esq.  Bristol 

Bold,  T.  J.  esq.  24,  Cloth  Market,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Bonar,  Miss,  Kimmerghame,  or  II,  Chester  place.  Regent’s  park 
Boniville,  A.  C,  de,  esq.  Corpus  Christ!  College,  Cambridge 
Borrer,  W.  esq.  f.r.s.  l.s,  &c.  Henfield,  Sussex 
Botfield,  J.  B.  esq.  m.p.  f.r.s.  l.s.  &c.  9,  Stratton  street 
Bowerbank,  E.  S-  esq.  Sun  street,  Bishopsgate 
Bowerbank,  J.  S.  esq.  f.r.s.  g.s.  &c.  45,  Park  street,  Islington 
Brackenridge,  G.  W.  esq,  f.s.a,  g.s.  &c.  Bromwell  House,  Brislington, 
Bristol 

Bramley,  L.  esq.  Halifax,  Yorkshire 
Brandsby,  Rev.  John,  m.a.  f.l.s.  c.p.s.  &c.  Lynn,  Norfolk 
Branton,  John,  esq.  Bush  Hall,  near  Hatfield 
Bree,  Robert  Charles,  esq.  Stowmarket,  Suffolk 
Brisbane,  Sir  T,  M.  Bart,  k.c.b.  k.c  h.  d.c.l.  p.r.s.e.  &c.  Mackers- 
town,  near  Kelso 
Brightwell,  T.  esq.  f.l.s.  Norwich 
Broderick,  W.  esq.  Belford 
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Brodhurst,  B.  esq.  London  Hospital 

Bromfield,  W.  A.  m.d.  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight 

Broome,  C.  E.  esq.  1,  Chesterfield  place,  Clifton,  Bristol 

Brown,  Edwin,  esq.  Burton-on-Trent 

Brown,  Thomas,  esq.  surgeon,  Finsbury  pavement 

Brown,  Robert,  d.c.l.  f.r.s.  v.p.l.s,  &c.  British  Museum 

Brown,  R.  esq.  m.r.c.s.  Preston,  Lancashire 

Brown,  Isaac,  esq.  Hitchin,  Herts 

Browne,  W.  M.  esq.  Westminster  Fire  Office,  King  st.  Covent  garden 
Brydges,  J.  H.  esq.  f.l.s.  &c.  Boultibrooke,  Presteign,  Radnorshire 
Buckley,  Nathaniel,  m.d.  Rochdale 
Budd,  —  M.D.  Plymouth 
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